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Regulations concerning cleaning and decontamination of transport vehicles collecting seed potatoes in bulk in the Netherlands.

I. Application

1. This regulation does apply to transport vehicles collecting seed potatoes in bulk in the Netherlands.

II. Location

1. Cleaning and decontamination of the trailer should take place at registered locations. These locations are published on the Internet site of the NAO (www.nao.nl). 

III. Regulation concerning cleaning of the trailer

1. Cleaning should take place in a systematic way, starting at the top of the trailer and from the inside to the edges of the trailer. 

2. Cleaning should take place in a proper way, using sufficient time. 

3. A proper cleaning consists of the following actions: 

1. Removing dust (soil and potatoes) by using a broom;

2. Removing adherent dirt and fat of the surfaces of the trailer, preferably by using a detergent; 

3. Washing down surfaces, preferably with water (temperature of at least 70ºC). 

IV. Regulations concerning decontamination of the trailer

1. Decontamination should take place following the cleaning of the trailer and after all dirt and fat have been removed. 

2. Before starting decontamination all the water left in the trailer should be removed. 

3. Decontamination should take place using a chemical mentioned in the ‘bestrijdingsmiddelenwet 1962’ (annex I). 

4. Decontamination chemicals should be used in accordance to the directions for use. 

5. Persons decontaminating the trailer should pay attention to personal protection. 

6. Decontamination should take place in a systematic way, starting at the top of the trailer and from the inside to the edges of the trailer. 

7. The solution should be put on the inner surfaces of the trailer using low pressure and a rough drop.

8. The surfaces should be cleaned with water to remove the solution, in so far as mentioned in the direction of use of the decontamination chemical to prevent toxication of humans or animals.

V. Sealing

1. After cleaning and decontamination, the trailer should be sealed with a tie-rip by a representative of the cleaning facility.

2. The tie-rip should be tightened at the opening of trailer where the seed potatoes are unloaded. 

3. The recipient of the seed potatoes should break the tie-rip before unloading the seed potatoes. He should keep the tie-rip until the end of the season.

VI. Registration

1. De NAO will hand out numbered tie-rips to the registered cleaning and decontamination facilities and will keep a record of the released tie-rips.

2. The Number of the tie-rip should be copied at the transport documents.
3. The Dutch Fytosanitary Service (PD, Plantenziektenkundige dienst) will be able to trace when and where the transport vehicle is cleaned and decontaminated by using the NAO-registration and tie-rip numbers on the transportation documents 

VII. Time of coming into operation

1. This regulation will come into operation at the beginning of season 2002/2003.
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